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Institute of European Democrats (IED) is an innovative, non-profit, political and cultural Research Institute 

based in Brussels formally recognized and funded by the European Parliament. The IED was established in 2007 

with the support of the European Institutions in order to be a political think tank. Its main goals are to promote a 

better understanding of the core aspects of the European integration process and to play an active role in 

strengthening the confidence of European citizens and furthering their direct participation in European Institutions 

and policies. In order to contribute to develop a political debate at the EU level, where policies confront each 

other, based on a well-developed European-wide network, IED organizes international conferences and seminars 

where politicians, experts, EU and national officials, academics and civil society representatives discuss and share 

ideas. Most of the activities of the IED focus on the EU Common Foreign and Security Policy, EU Neighbourhood 

Policy and other significant European public policies.  

www.iedonline.eu 

 

Mladí Európania (ME) /eng. Young Europeans/ is a Slovak non-profit youth organization which gathers young 

people who are not careless about the world around. The ME wants to strengthen the participation of young people 

in the decision-making processes at all levels. The goal of the organization is education, gathering of youth, 

development of their cooperation, building of liberal democracy and raising awareness of the political situation 

(not only) in Europe.  

www.mladieuropania.sk 
 

 

 

Moderator 

 

Slavomír RUDENKO is the Director for International Affairs at the Pan European 

University in Bratislava (Slovakia), Lecturer in Public International Law and Law of 

International Organizations and the member of the Board of the Institute of European Democrats 

(IED). In past, he was the lawyer with Breyer Rechtsanwälte Law Firm in Stuttgart (Germany). 

He studied Law at the Charles University in Prague (Czech Republic), Comenius University in 

Bratislava (Slovakia), University of Oslo (Norway) and the University of Vienna (Austria). He 

is the author of numerous publications dedicated to International Law, External Relations of the 

EU and EU Constitutional Law. He is one of the most significant experts on International Law 

in the Central Europe. 
 

 



 
Speakers 

Luca BADER is the Chief Executive Officer and Director of the Institute of European 

Democrats (IED). He is also the Chief of Staff of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Italy. In 

past, he served as the responsible for Europe and North America at the Democratic Party in 

Italy, Advisor of the Committees of Foreign Affairs and Defence of the Italian Parliament and 

the Advisor at the European Parliament in Brussels (Belgium). He worked for the National 

Democratic Institute of Washington D.C. (USA), advising the program on building 

Institutions and Political Parties. He studied International Relations at the London School of 

Economics and Political Science and the University of London (United Kingdom), and he did 

research at the Columbia University in New York (USA) and the Institute of International Affairs 

in Rome (Italy). 
     

 

 

Antonio PARZIALE is the Honorary Consul of the Republic of Moldova to Slovakia and 

the Founder and Chairman of the European Democratic Party in Slovakia (EDS – Európska 

Demokratická strana). He is also the Director of the Europe Invest Company, Co-Founder of the 

Chamber of Commerce of the Italian Community in Slovakia and the Founder of the ACIS-

ZTSS, the Association for the Slovak-Italian cooperation in Slovakia. Through his political and 

business activities, he contributes to the development of Slovak agricultural and cultural sectors 

and tourism and strengthening of the idea of united Europe. He supports active European youth 

within his collaboration with the Slovak youth organization Mladí Európania (ME).  
 

Robert KIRNAG is the Slovak career diplomat and the Ambassador Extraordinary and 

Plenipotentiary of the Slovak Republic to the Republic of Moldova. Previously he served as the 

Chargé dʼAffaires at the Slovak Embassy in Macedonia and as the Director-General for European 

Affairs, EU General Affairs and Institutions at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Slovakia. In 

prior to diplomatic postings, he also served as the Deputy Head of Mission of Slovakia in South 

Africa and as the Deputy Head of Mission in Sweden. He studied International Relations at the 

Moscow State Institute of International Relations (Russia) and the University of Matej Bel 

(Slovakia); he received Dr.h.c. from the MIT University Skopje (Macedonia). 

               
 

 

 

Monika BEGOVIC is an Expert for International Affairs and Project Manager for the 

Center for International Studies, Atlantic Council of Croatia and Empiria Magna Ltd., Croatia. 

She is also the Deputy Secretary-General of the Parti Démocrate Européen-European 

Democratic Party (PDE-EDP), the member of ALDE Group. In past, she worked as graduated 

journalist in a national daily newspaper for five years and she completed twelve years of 

service for the United Nations in project management. She also worked as an Expert and 

Project Manager in EU IPA funded projects. The main issues of her expertise are international 

affairs and international security.  
 

 

Mihai SEBE is an Expert in Romanian and European Politics at the European Institute of 

Romania in Bucharest (Romania). He also contributes regularly in the work of the Institute of 

European Democrats (IED). His main areas of research and interest are political sciences, 

international relations, contemporary history of Europe and Romania, history of the European 

idea. He has a Bachelor's Degree in Political Sciences and in Law and a PhD in Political Sciences 

at the University of Bucharest (Romania). 
  
 
 

                        

 

 

Veaceslav IONIŢĂ is the Associate Professor at the Free International University of 

Moldova, Expert on European Economy with the Institute for Development and Social 

Initiatives IDIS Viitorul and former Member of the Parliament of the Republic of Moldova. 

He is also the author of numerous publications related to public administration, finance and 

fiscal decentralization. He was the Member of the Parliament of Moldova for the Liberal 

Democratic Party of Moldova. He graduated from the Academy of Economic Studies of 

Moldova. He is one of the leading experts on economic issues in Moldova. 
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Dorin CHIRTOACĂ is a Moldovan politician, jurist and Mayor of Chisinau, the capital 

city of Moldova. Since 2005, he has also been the Vice-President of the Liberal Party of 

Moldova. Previously, he was the Program Coordinator for the Helsinki Committee for Human 

Rights in Moldova and he also worked for the media sector in Romania. He studied Law at 

the University of Bucharest (Romania) and the Franco-European Studies at the University of 

Paris I Panthéon (France) where he obtained the Sorbonne Degree in European Law. 

 

                    

 
 

  

Serghei OSTAF is the Director of the Resource Center for Human Rights (CReDO), a 

well-established Moldovan human rights advocacy and democratization organization. He is 

also the Member of the Expert Pannel of the Freedom of Assembly for the Office for 

Democratic Institutions and Human Rights OSCE/ODIHR where he specializes in legal 

opinions related to freedom of assembly and association. He is an Expert in policy analysis, 

public policy, management in public sector, public leadership, advocacy and implementation 

in the area of democratization, democratic institutions and human rights. He graduated from 

the University of York (United Kingdom). 
 

 

Sergei ANASTASOV is a Moldovan politician and the Mayor of the city of Comrat in the 

south of Moldova, which is also the capital city of the autonomous region of Gagauzia. He 

initiates in the fight against the corruption and selective justice in the country. He tries to 

improve the Moldovan economy on the regional and national level and attract new foreign 

investors to come to the country in order to boost economy and lower the unemployment 

level. In past, he worked in the business and economic sectors in Moldova and Romania. 

  

         

 

 

 

 

Natalia STERCUL is the PhD Candidate of Political Sciences and Lecturer at the Faculty 

of International Relations and Political and Administrative Science at the Moldova State 

University in Chisinau (Moldova). In past, she was the journalist for the Moldovan economic 

journal “Capital Market”. She cooperates with the Moldovan youth organizations and tries to 

increase the participation of youth in the public affairs. She studied International Relations at 

the Moldova State University and the Academy of Sciences of Moldova. 

 

 

Veronika OKATÁ is the Vice-President for Foreign Affairs and Partnerships of the Youth 

Organization Mladí Európania (Young Europeans, ME) and also a Partner Member within the 

Young Democrats for Europe (YDE). She started her career in the European Parliament and 

later in the Representation of Bratislava self-governing region to the EU. She is currently 

coaching the first year students of the European Studies at the Hague University in the 

Netherlands, while obtaining her Master degree in the Crisis and Security Management at 

Leiden University (Netherlands). 

 

 
 

                     

 

 

 

Miroslava CALEGARI is the Honorary Member and former President of the European 

youth organization Young Democrats for Europe (YDE). She is also a professional interpreter, 

public activist and volunteer. She is one of the founders of the Slovak European Democratic 

Party (EDS). She was the President of Young Europeans (Mladí Európania, ME) and then the 
President of the YDE. She cooperates in the projects focused on legal recognition of young 

people in decision-making and she fights against discrimination, human rights violations and 

xenophobia. 

 

 


