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MODERATOR 
 
Jokin Bildarratz Sorron is a Senator of the Basque Country in the State 
Parliament in Madrid and the member of EAJ-PNV Party of the Basque 
Country. He is also the Member and former President of EUDEL, the 
Association of Basque Municipalities. In past, he was the Mayor of the town 
of Tolosa and the Member of the Basque Parliament. For many years he 
worked in the media and communication sector, first as the Head of 
Communication and Marketing Section and later as the Head of Programme 
Section for EiTB, the Basque Country’s public broadcast service. He is the 
member of various organizations and municipal entities.  

  
 
 

1st SPEAKER 
 

 

Antonios A.Nestoras is adjunct professor of international affairs at the 
Vesalius College and a researcher at the Institute for European Studies of 
Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB). He also contributes regularly in the work of 
the Institute of European Democrats. His research focuses on European 
politics, foreign and security policy and geopolitics. In the past, he has served 
as policy advisor in the ALDE Group and as parliamentary assistant to 
Members of the European Parliament. He has also held positions with the 
EPP Group and the Wilfried Martens Centre for European Studies. His 
doctoral thesis in the VUB examines the historical development of 
geopolitical narratives and their influence on foreign policy. He is a laureate 
of the Huygens Scholarship for International Talent.  

 

 



 
 

                              
 

 
 

2nd SPEAKER 
 

Francisco Aldecoa Luzárraga is the Professor of International Relations at 
the University Complutense of Madrid. Prior to that he was the Professor 
at the University of the Basque Country. He is the Vice-President of the 
Spanish Federal Council of the European Movement and the member of 
the Executive Committee of the Movement for Peace, Disarmament and 
Liberty (MPDL). Since 1993, he holds the Jean Monnet Chair ad personam 
of the European Commission. In past, he was the Dean of the Faculty of 
Political Sciences and Sociology at the University Complutense of Madrid, 
the Vice-Chancellor of the University of the Basque Country and the 
President of the Spanish Association of Professors of International Law 
and International Relations (AEPDIRI). In his research work, he focuses on 
the European integration, European enlargement, European Foreign 
Policy and on the relations between the EU and Latin America. 

 
 

  

3rd SPEAKER 
 

 

Michael Keating is the Professor of Politics at the University of Aberdeen 
and the University of Edinburgh and the Director of the ESRC Centre on 
Constitutional Change. He was previously Professor of Political Science at 
the University of Essex, North Staffordshire Polytechnic, University of 
Western Ontario, University of Strathclyde and the European University 
Institute in Florence. He has been visiting professor in the USA, Spain, 
France, Australia and England. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh, Fellow of the British Academy, Fellow of the Academy of the 
Social Sciences and Member of the European Academy. From 2010 until 
2013 he was an ESRC Professorial Fellow and in 2013-14 was ESRC Senior 
Fellow on the Future of the UK and Scotland programme. During 2015-16 
he is Senior Fellow in the ESRC UK in a Changing Europe programme. He 
specializes in nationalism, European and regional politics and devolution. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

The Conference is organized by the Institute of European Democrats, an innovative political and cultural research institute formally 
recognized and funded by the European Parliament, in collaboration with Sabino Arana Foundation, political foundation based in Bilbao. 
The Conference is organized thanks to the financial support of the European Parliament.  
 
Find out more about the activities of the Institute of European Democrats: www.iedonline.eu 
Find out more about the activities of Sabino Arana Foundation: www.sabinoarana.org 
 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Aberdeen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Western_Ontario
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Western_Ontario
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Strathclyde
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_University_Institute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_University_Institute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Society_of_Edinburgh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Society_of_Edinburgh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Academy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/European_Academy
http://www.iedonline.eu/
http://www.sabinoarana.org/

