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Luca Bader, CEO IED and Director of the Institute of European Democrats (IED) 
In the past ten years, Luca has served as responsible for Europe 
and North America at the Democratic Party (PD) in Italy and as 
advisor of the Committees of Foreign Affairs and Defence of the 
Italian Parliament. Also, he has advised several Italian ministries 
and private companies on EU and international affairs and has 
regularly written on Italian and EU affairs for several Italian 
publications. 
He holds a MA in International relations at the London School of 
Economics and a BA in Political Science at the University of 
London. Luca has done research at the School of International and 
Public Affairs at the Columbia University in New York and at the 

Institute of International Affairs in Rome, where, as Senior Research Fellow, he 
researched, organized conferences and wrote on European Integration, Transatlantic 
Relations and International Economy. 
He has worked for the National Democratic Institute of Washington D.C., advising the 
program on building Institutions and Political Parties. In 2005, he was selected by the US 
Department of State for the "International Leaders Programme". From 2004 to 2006 he 
worked as advisor at the European Parliament in Brussels. 
 

 
Antonio Parziale, Chairman EDS  
Antonio is the founder of the European Democratic Party in 
Slovakia. In the last 30 years, he has lived in Slovakia, where he 
has devoted his professional career to establishing and 
developing a sound dialogue between the Italian and the Slovak 
communities. He acquired the Slovak citizenship during the 
tenure of President Rudolf Schuster. He co-founded the 
Chamber of Commerce of the Italian community in Slovakia 
and was the director of the only Italian magazine published in 
Slovakia. His belief in the need for a closer cooperation 
between Europeans led him in 2013 to create the new civic 
association ACIS - ZTSS (Association of Italian- Slovak 
cooperation). 
In 2011 he became Honorary Consul of the Republic of 
Moldova, Slovakia 
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Professor Heinrich Badura, Political philosopher, trend analyst.  
Heinrich Badura is honorary professor at the Silesian University of 
Katowice. He is founder and President of the former European 
Think-Tank: European Academy for Life Research, Integration and 
Civil Society - EALIZ, Vienna 
He is professor, lecturer and consultant in International relations 
and he is author and editor of various publications.  
He has received several awards for outstanding achievements in the 
fields of social ethics, ethics & EU, progress in the humanities and 
social sciences, development of European society. In his researches, 
he focuses on Europe; European integration; the future, 
information and knowledge society; Science & Business & Ethics & 
Values; Culture & Politics; Modern Governance; Political and Legal 
Philosophy; Sustainability; Fundamental Rights; Globalization.  
Professor Badura also serves as Ministerial Counselor for the Federal Ministry of Science, 
Research and Economy in Vienna in the fields of science communication and Support 
International. 

 
 
Ivo Kaplan, Secretary-General Union of European Federalist 
(UEF) Czech Republic   
Ivo Kaplan he has worked in the private sector focusing on 
several fields as foreign trade, investment, project management 
and knowledge exchange concerning European integration and 
regional development. He is currently working on the Czech 
Public Governance Reform.  
 
 
 

 
Petra Bard, Lecturer at the Central European University’s (CEU)  
Dr. Petra Bard works as a researcher at the National Institute of 
Criminology, Hungary, and is Head of the Criminal Law Division of 
the Institute. She teaches EU constitutional law, EU criminal law, 
and selected issues in criminology and forensic sciences at the 
Central European University’s (CEU) Legal Studies Department. 
Also, she teaches criminology and data protection law at ELTE 
School of law. She is the Vice-Chairperson of the Hungarian Europe 
Society since 2003. In her writings she primarily addresses 
European constitutionalism, human rights in the European Union, 
the rights of persons living with disabilities, and judicial and police 
cooperation in criminal matters. 
Petra Bard received her LL.M. in international business law in 2001, and was awarded her 
S.J.D. summa cum laude in the field of comparative constitutional law in 2008 nostrified 
as Ph.D in 2010. 
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Francesco Nicoli, Ph.D. Candidate in International Studies at the University of Trento 
Before joining the School of International Studies, Francesco 
served as a research assistant both in the European Policy 
Centre and in Bruegel, in Brussels. His publications concern EU 
economic governance, the Single European Labour Market, and 
comparative local governance. Francesco holds a BA in Political 
Science from the Catholic University of Milan and an MS in 
Economics jointly delivered by the Postgraduate School of 
Economics and International Studies (Italy) and the University 
of Lugano (Switzerland). He has also studied in France and the 
Netherlands, and is fully proficient in French and English. 
He is the author of the research paper "Populism, Polarisation, 
Politicization and Participation: Projecting the EU beyond the 
Market?" published in The Risks of growing Populism and the 

European elections. Collection of selected contributions, IED, 2014. 
 

Mathieu Camescasse, politicist  
After reading European studies and Political Sciences in 
different universities across Europe, at the London School of 
Economics, and at the Universities of Geneva, Lausanne and 
Brussels, Mathieu Camescasse has been working on democratic 
issues, direct and participatory democracies and towards 
improving Citizens’ participation. His experiences have led him 
to working for a European Citizens’ Initiative and becoming a 
political activist at national and European levels. 
He is the author of the research paper  “Populism in France: 
2014 European elections at stake?” published in The Risks of 
growing Populism and the European elections. Collection of 
selected contributions, IED, 2014. 
 
Mihai Sebe, PhD 

 Mihai Sebe is currently an expert within the Research and 
Training in European Affairs Unit, the European Institute of 
Romania and international relations coordinator within the ADO 
Romania NGO. With a Bachelor’s Degree in Political Sciences in 
French Language and in Law he has obtained a PhD in Political 
Sciences at the University of Bucharest. His main areas of 
interest are political sciences, international relations, 
contemporary history of Europe and Romania, the history of the 
European idea as well as public law and the area of corporate 
social responsibility and intelligence, especially legal intelligence. 
You can access his papers on SSRN at: 
http://ssrn.com/author=1520605 
He is the author of the research paper “A brief overview of the 

Romanian case” published in The Risks of growing Populism and the European elections. 
Collection of selected contributions, IED, 2014. 
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Pietro Castelli Gattinara, PhD researcher at the European University Institute and 
instructor of political science at the Institut d'études politiques de Paris  

He holds a B.S. in Political Science and International Relations 
from the University of Rome La Sapienza and a M.S. from the 
University of Utrecht in Migration, Ethnic Relations and 
Multiculturalism. His Ph.D. project focuses on electoral 
campaigning, political communication and party competition on 
the immigration issue. His main interests are extreme-right parties 
and movements, the politics of immigration, mass media and 
framing research. 
His most recent publications include a research paper on the 
influence of the financial crisis on far right mobilization and 
rhetoric (2013), and a book chapter on the new politics of the far 
right in Italy (2014). In 2014, he will be authoring a book resulting 
from the ethnographic research on the Neo-Fascist group 

CasaPound. He is currently working on political violence and the dynamics of far right 
protest in times of economic crisis. 
With Caterina Froio, he is co-author of the research paper “Opposition in the EU and 
opposition to the EU: soft and hard Euroscepticism in Italy in the time of austerity” 
published in The Risks of growing Populism and the European elections. Collection of 
selected contributions, IED, 2014.  
 
 
Miroslava Demková, President Young Europeans in Slovakia  
Miroslava is President of the non-governmental association 
Young Europeans in Slovakia and member of the Bureau of 
Young Democrats for Europe (YDE). She has worked with youth 
on domestic and international level. For many years she has 
served as representative of the Slovakian European Democratic 
Party for foreign affairs and today she has decided to enter in 
politics and to run for the European elections. 
  

 
 
Miroslav Hajnoš, Honorary Chairman of European Dialogue 
Miroslav is the General-Secretary of the European Democratic 
Party in Slovakia. Young, zealous and active person with big 
visions for his own country. He used to work in several non-profit 
organisatins and he is candidate to the European Parliament.  
 

 

 

 


