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Your Excellencies, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,

Last year, the Maldivian cabinet held a special, underwater meeting, three meters under the sea. 

The meeting made newspaper and television reports around the world. 

I am sure many people in Italy saw the headlines. 

‘Maldives cabinet sinks to new lows,’ was my personal favorite.  

I am often asked why we decided to hold the underwater meeting. 

Certainly, the event was a bit of lighthearted fun. 

But the meeting also underlined a deadly serious point. 

The Maldives is just 1.5 metres above the sea. 

For us, climate change is no vague or abstract irritation… 

…But a clear and present danger to our very existence. 

Already we see the warning signs. 

Right now, there are over ten islands in the Maldives where erosion is forcing people to leave their homes. 

And it is not just greater erosion that threatens the Maldives. 

Climate change also threatens the coral reefs which protect our islands from the sea.

Three weeks ago, warmer waters caused by El Nino damaged our coral reefs.

The early arrival of the Monsoon rains, which cooled the water, helped the corals avoid serious damage. 

But if global warming continues unabated, the risks to our coral reefs and our islands will grow. 

But climate change not only threatens the Maldives. 

The climate crisis threatens everyone on Earth, and will affect everyone yet to be born. 

I share the panel today with representatives from India and China – two countries that have a huge amount to lose from rising temperatures. 

If we do not get a grip on this situation, shifting weather patterns will cause northern India to run out of water for many months each year. 

Climate change will also cause intense flooding in southern China and harsher droughts in the north. 

I understand illegal immigration is already a major problem for Italy. 

What will you do if large parts of Africa become uninhabitable and hundreds of millions of refugees start pouring into southern Europe? 

How will your societies cope with this influx? 

Will your democracy be able to survive such sudden changes? 

Maldives gets a lot of attention because, like Africa, we are at the frontlines of the climate change battle. 

We stand to be hit first and hit hardest. 

But make no mistake: what happens to us today, will happen to you tomorrow. 

In a sense, we are all Maldivians now. 

In Copenhagen, we achieved some success. 

Developed countries offered substantial cuts in carbon pollution.   

Emerging economies pledged emissions targets for the first time. 

And we secured money to help poor countries adapt. 

But we must also be frank about Copenhagen’s failings. 
We did not go nearly far enough in terms of commitments to reduce emissions. 

The emissions targets currently on the table will not prevent runaway global warming.  

We need radical action to change course.  
We must limit temperature rises to 1.5 degrees. 

We must reduce carbon concentrations in the atmosphere to 350 parts per million. 

To achieve this, the world economy must become carbon neutral by mid-century and carbon negative thereafter. 

This is a massive challenge. 

But with the right leadership, transformational change is possible.

And I believe it is in all our national interests to change. 

As we look forward to Cancun, we have to start thinking about how to move forward so we can get a strong global deal. 

One of the key problems in Copenhagen was the huge mistrust between developed and developing countries. 

Let us be clear about this: Western countries must take a lead in reducing emissions. 

And rich countries must also release the adaptation funds pledged at Copenhagen, to help poor countries defend themselves from climate change. 

But developing countries - and large emerging economies in particular - also have obligations. 

If big, emerging economies continue to pollute business as usual, the world will keep warming, regardless of what anyone else does. 

Emerging economies are now responsible for more than half of global greenhouse gas emissions. 

Any global deal therefore must include developed and developing countries. 

We need to design a system that rewards developing countries for going green.

The Kyoto Protocol discourages developing countries from reduce carbon emissions, by barring them from accessing finance such as carbon markets. 

The Clean Development Mechanism does pay for green projects in the developing world, but CDM does nothing to reduce overall global emissions – it just shifts them around. 

The Maldives believes we need a new international fund that helps developing countries switch from dirty fossil fuels to renewable energy and clean development. 

Under such a fund, developing countries would agree to binding emissions cuts. 

In return, they would be given access to finance to help them go green. 

We believe an enhanced green fund will help bridge the gap between rich and poor countries. 

Climate change threatens us all.  

And a divided world will not defeat this enemy. 

One of the key tasks ahead of us therefore, is to unite countries behind a vision of low carbon growth and development. 

I believe it is in all our national interests to change.

I do not view going green as an environmental burden. 

Instead, I see a technology challenge that will bring us economic and security benefits. 

We need only look at the Gulf of Mexico to see the political, economic and environmental risks associated with fossil fuels… 

… risks that will be eliminated when we make the switch from oil to renewable energy. 

And it was heartening last week to hear President Obama call for an overhaul of US energy policy. 

I fail to understand why some politicians in Europe and America keep defending the oil firms. 

Will someone please explain to me how it is in your interests to be dependent on an oil price over which you have no control? 

And can someone enlighten me how Western security is improved, by transferring hundreds of billions of dollars each year to oil and gas producers in the Middle East?  

In the Maldives, we aim to break our own addiction to foreign oil. 

And we want to hold onto our foreign currency reverses. 

This is why the Maldives is aiming to become carbon neutral in 10 years.

This is the toughest mitigation target of any nation under the Copenhagen Accord. 

We will enhance our economic and security interests by breaking our addiction to imported oil. 

And we will rely on energy resources we have in abundance: the sun, the wind and the waves.  

The Maldives currently has some of the world’s highest electricity prices. 

The average Maldivian pays 30 US cents per kilowatt hour for electricity. 

In some remote islands, people are forced to pay 60 cents per kilowatt hour. 

Schools complain that 25% of their budgets are spent on diesel for the generators. 

High energy prices dampen economic growth and development. 

In the Maldives, renewable energy is cost effective today.
And we intend to take full advantage of the cost savings renewable energy can bring.

There are also long term strategic reasons for moving into renewable energy. 

The Maldives is a small country. 

We are unlikely to become major wind or solar manufacturers. 

We can, though, corner the market by pioneering zero-carbon, off-grid energy systems. 

If we can work out how to cheaply power a Maldivian island with renewable energy, we can export this model to villages across the developing world. 

This will be priceless expertise for a small country.
We are also researching potential new sources of energy, such as tidal stream and ocean thermal energy. 

And we are introducing waste-to-energy systems. 

I want the Maldives to be an open laboratory for the development of these ideas. 

The Maldives may be small. 

But what we are attempting in the Maldives, will soon need to be done everywhere else. 

We did not leave the Stone Age because we ran out of stones. 

We left the Stone Age because humans invented new technologies. 

We do not have to burn every last drop of oil or piece of coal before we leave the Fossil Fuel age. 

Renewable energy and clean technologies now exist to provide all the goods and services we need. 

Let us make the goal of using them. 
Kyoto divided the world. 

It divided us between rich and poor, developed and developing. 

Those divisions undermined trust at Copenhagen and prevented us reaching a planet-saving deal. 

Our task ahead must be to unite the world behind a shared vision of low carbon growth and development. 

Quitting carbon is in our economic interests. 

And going green enhances national security. 

So let us work together with common purpose. 

We only have one home. 

There is no Planet B. 

Let us unite and solve the climate crisis. 

That way, we will leave a healthy planet for our children and grandchildren. 

And the Maldives’ first underwater cabinet meeting, will also be the last. 
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