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European Security and Defence Policy (ESDP) and the New Global Challenges.

May 21, 2009

Palacio Euskalduna

Bilbao – Basque Country
9.30 – 12.30

Introductory remarks by:
Luca Bader, CEO, Institute of European Democrats – Brussels, Belgium
José Antonio Rodriguez Ranz, Sabino Arana Foundation 

1rst Session

The EU and the World

François Lafond, Director, Paris Office The German Marshall Fund of the United States – Paris, France
– “The new Obama administration and the transatlantic relations: perceptions in Europe”
Tomas Weiss, Research Fellow, EUROPEUM-Institute for European Policy and Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic
 – “ESDP and European Foreign Policy after the Obama speech in Prague”
Debate

2nd Session

The ESDP abreast of the global challenges

Giovanni Gasparini,  Senior Research Fellow, Institute of International Affairs, Rome, Italy
- “Possible future developments of the ESDP”
Antonios Stylianou, Professor, Faculty of Law, University of Nicosia, Cyprus
 – “The importance of the Mediterranean region for the European Security Policy: a multidimensional approach”
Mikel Antón, Director for European Affairs, Basque Government 
– “The growing role of the European Parliament in the European Security and Defence Policy” 
Debate
English, Spanish simultaneous translation

