Lisbon and beyond. Where is Europe going?
Milan Urbáni, member of the National Council of the Slovak Republic

We spent unreasonable time negotiating the new version of the Lisbon Treaty maybe at the expense of more important commitments in the time of turbulence concerning the economic crisis. We all are a little bit “tired” from the Lisbon Treaty, but it should not prevent us from moving forward. Nevertheless, 27 states have finally new rules of conduct. 

The Lisbon Treaty brings a clear definition of what European citizenship means. I believe that the issue of European citizenship is a central concept in a democratic European Union. Moreover, the Lisbon Treaty gives legal force to the Charter of Fundamental Rights. The Charter will be a safeguard both for European citizens and for national institutions, and will be a central part of the system of checks and balances in the European Union of law. The Lisbon Treaty will strengthen not only the rights of citizens, but even the national parliaments. 

I would like to stress three main areas where the Lisbon Treaty brings important advances on our capacity to act: First, the most substantial advances are in the area of justice and home affairs. The Treaty will also fully integrate these areas in the Community method of decision-making. This is a fundamental reform, which will create a true space of freedom, security and justice in Europe. Second, the Reform Treaty will offer new possibilities and reinforced legal bases to deal with the challenges of energy policy and climate change. Third, the Reform Treaty will reinforce the Union's cohesion in external affairs. The new posts of the President of the European Union and the High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy will be extremely important. The Union will be able to behave in a more cohesive way in diplomatic, security and defense issues, in trade, in humanitarian aid and in development.

As a global player, the European Union can’t concentrate only on itself but it must become stronger against other players and even cooperate with them at the same time (Asia, America). The European neighborhood policy was neglected during the past years and the process of enlargement of the European Union has been slow down.

The Lisbon Treaty is definitely not the last Treaty reforming the European Union, but for the coming years the implementation period should be satisfactory, instead of reparation and extension period of the Treaty. The Lisbon Treaty puts on the EU member states more responsibility and dynamics in the implementation process. The new positions and administration must be formed in this post-Lisbon period. There is an enormous challenge on all EU institutions: the Commission, the European Parliament, the Council of the European Union, in order to get really closer to our citizens. How are we going to bring the Lisbon Treaty closer to them; its interpretation and practical impact on the member states as well as on their citizens? 

We all should have a will to implement the Lisbon Treaty. It is a political task and the links among the national parliaments, the governments, the institutions and even the citizens should make it easier. 

In accordance with the Lisbon Treaty we have to solve in the coming future important tasks and find the answers to the questions concerning safety, economics, intercultural dialogue, Christianity and churches, environment, energy, transport, population, health and social problems, cultural heritage, sports and many other even smaller details of our everyday lives. All plans to revitalize economics and combat poverty can be achieved by a good cooperation, activities on labor market, climate issues and by a good social model for ageing population. Economic safety of Europe can guarantee peace, development and cooperation and bring prosperity for its citizens.  
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