THE LISBON TREATY RATIFICATION
What is to be done, now

Ivo Kaplán, Prague, CZ
Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

We are met here to find opportunities given to us by the successful ratification process of the Lisbon Treaty. According with  wishes of organisers of this meeting I would like to tell some words regarding the ratification process in the Czech Republic. What i want to stress in the beginning: Vaclav Klaus, president of the Czech Republic, did not in any stage make any violence to the constitutional order of our country. He simply used many issues advantageous to him. At first the Irish „NO“ which was the inspiration and a very comfort background for his support of the Senate first claim to the Czech constitutional court (C.C.C.) in 2008 (which was clearly refused by findings of C.C.C – see www.concourt.cz). At second the delay of the German Constitutional Court in Karlsruhe was emancipating him of decision for more than half a year in addition to be covered by waiting for the second referendum in Ireland. Moreover a group of 19 senators of his original party ODS (Civic Democratic Party) gave the next constitutional claim. This was received by the C.C.C. in the end of the summer of 2009 and eventually refused by the Decision on November 3, 2009 before 9 a.m. – see http://www.concourt.cz/view/2136 - where the last point was a call to the president to sign. He signed it at 3 p.m. on the same date and ten days after on Friday, November 13 the ratification process of the Lisbon Treaty has been duly finished by depositing it here in Rome to the Italián government archives. For sure there were also some Klaus´s manoeuvres from NO to YES, including unjustified claim of non-validity of the Treaty of Fundamental Rights to Czech citizens. This claim is very questionable and could be witdrawn away by the next Czech government, to what I believe so. There could be many details mentioned but let me focus - because of the dedicated time - more to the future. 

I do agree with Francesco Rutelli in his definition of today´s biggest problems of us which are Terorism, Climate Change and Financial Crisis and with concrete steps how to fight with them. What I like to stress that we have no more obstacles to use Treaties in a way to help us in solutions. The prejudice is to make the European External Action Service working as soon as possible, to enable and alive the structured permanent cooperation described in the Protocol No.10 in the willing countries as well as networking European networks by any means and initiatives, including  the European Movement authority presented here personally by its president - the ex-president of the European Parliament - Pat Cox in order to use properly all provisions respecting the way to the participatory democracy within the European Union, especially but not only in the Article 11 of the Treaty on the EU. The policies  of the 21st century have to be devoted from interests of a man or a woman who should be in the middle of the decision-making process. Who else than NGOs and their networks could help us to meet such a requirement. There is a chance. We are to arrange by the others within this half a year the right choice of people to the both official recognised advisory bodies to the European institutions like the Committee of Regions and the European Economic and Social Committee.

For the European security and national interests of member states there is inavoidable to find a common will and capabilities to have a sensible and fruitful discourse with Russia in order to create a long-term pact not only on the energy agenda. We, as Europeans, have to respect the fact that we are living in the multipolar world and avoid of any signs returning us to the bipolar or unipolar systems. Just this I consider as a Hamlet´s question of a substantial will to survive.

I was surprised in a very good mood that there has been coming to the sunshine one new political flower called Alleanza per Italia. Let me dream and hope for similar formations in other member states which could be afterwards roots and backgrounds for Alleanza per Europa (Alliance for Europe).

The first steps could be for example creating National Colleges of  experts from various fields of life – academicians, leaders from NGO sector and/or professional associations, chambers of commerce, trade unions etc. – as bases for establishing the European Experts Council. The next step could be founding a European Alliance preparation committee with the General Secretariat here in Rome or in Prague to settle raising matters and issues and/or in order to coordinate meetings on European level to inspire new ideas for all peoples you can find on territories of today´s European Union.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

that is the main out of all I wanted to tell you in this evening. Thank you for your kind attention.
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